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This unit is designed to meet the new Georgia Performance Standards. As a thematic teacher for over twenty years I find the standards and themes to be a perfect fit! For the past few years I have worked on developing literacy centers, shared reading and guided reading activities based on the current reading research. Literacy centers and activities are based on comprehension, phonological awareness, vocabulary, phonics, concepts of print and fluency.
The use of poetry, children’s literature and music are used to teach skills and promote reading and writing. 
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Big Ideas

Seeds grow into plants when they are planted.
Scarecrows protect the garden from animals that would destroy it.

Essential Questions

What are seeds?
Where do seeds come from?

What happens when you plant seeds?

Why are scarecrows important?
Task Description

Introduce the story Too Many Pumpkins to students. (Stop reading after the pumpkin vines appear in the story) Explain to the students that Esmerelda has asked the class to discover what made the pumpkin vines grow in her front yard.
Task (Individual Work)

Student will construct a pumpkin from a lunch sack; draw and label pictures that show the growth of a pumpkin.
Standards
(This unit will encompass the following Georgia Performance Standards.
Language Arts





ELAKR1 (Concepts of Print)


ELAKR5 (Vocabulary)

ELAKR6 (Comprehension)
ELAKW1 (Writing)

Science

SKCS3 (Observing, Measuring)

SKP1 (Describe, Sort, Classify)

SKL2 (Similarities and Differences)

Mathematics

MKN1 (Connect numbers to quantify)

MKM1 (Measurement)

MKM2 (Calendar/Time)

MKD1 (Picture Graph)

Social Studies

SSKE1 (Jobs)

Ideas for Literacy Centers
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· S is for Scarecrow – have students draw and label pictures of objects that begin with the sound of S. Make a booklet (5 pages) with a scarecrow on the front cover.

· P is for Pumpkin – have students draw and label pictures of objects that begin with the sound of P. Make a pumpkin shapes booklet (5 pages).
· Listen to The Scarecrow’s Hat by Ken Brown and answer the question: What happened to the scarecrow’s hat?
· Tear a large sheet of orange construction paper into a pumpkin shape, add a stem and vine (green curling ribbon). Glue a poem on pumpkin.
· Illustrate the poem “Five Little Pumpkins on a Gate” using construction paper and tiny cut out pumpkins, add the poem to the illustration.
· Make a scarecrow.
· Make a clas book “Scarecrow, Scarecrow What Do You See?” I see a _______________ sitting on me.
· Beginning Sounds P and S sort
· After reading Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington, make a pumpkin story wheel. Because of the story’s cyclical format, a story wheel makes a great activity. Start with a circle and divide it into six sections. In each section, write a part of the story. You will have to combine some of the pages. Students will illustrate the sections and then cut out the wheel. Fasten to paper plates in the middle with a brad. I try to use orange Styrofoam plates available in the fall, but white paper plates work, too. The children can color the edges with a crayon. Staple a piece of green or brown construction paper for the stem. Read the story wheel together by reading the section that is by the wheel so that the next section is on top.
Ideas for Math Stations
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· Pumpkin Patch Match

Make 4-6 game boards from tag board.

Glue 6 pumpkins on game board and draw vines, as shown. Draw 1-6 dots in random order on pumpkins on game board. Make matching game pieces with numbers printed on them. Students will take turns throwing dice and covering their game board with the matching piece. (For example, if a child rolls a 6, they must cover the pumpkin with 6 dots.) They lose a turn if they’ve already covered the pumpkin on the game board. The first player to cover all six pumpkins wins. Play until all game boards have been covered.
· Pumpkin Patterns

 
Give students pumpkins and jack-o-lanterns to make

patterns with.

· Jack-O-Lantern Book

Provide a jack-o-lantern shaped book with several pages, write numbers on each page and have students stamp or paste small cutouts to make each set.

· Sort pumpkins by size. Have several sizes of pumpkins for students to sort. Count and record.

· Pumpkin Patch Game

Roll a dice and be the first to get to the pumpkin patch.

· Have students order pumpkins from smallest to largest.

· Place 10 pumpkins on a game board colored to resemble a pumpkin patch. Have students roll dice and remove pumpkins. The first one to pick all the pumpkins wins.

· Use various shapes to make a scarecrow.

· Make a torn paper scarecrow.

Guided Reading

There are five emergent readers about pumpkins on the internet: www.kindergarten.com. They are pdf files and are very inexpensive. They can be downloaded immediately.

Go to http://www.lindaslearninglinks.com/pumpscare.htm 

for more Pumpkins and Scarecrows activities.
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Email me if you are interested in 2 cds that contain Kid Pix files, a pocket chart, power points, song charts and a song book that go along with the other cd: Bonita Bunny’s In the Pumpkin Patch (Bonita has just finished recording Five Little Pumpkins that will be included). Both cds are $10 plus s&h.

lmccardle@bellsouth.net
In the Pumpkin Patch 
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1.   Three Little Pumpkins


One little, two little,


Three little pumpkins





Sitting on the fence 


Like country bumpkins





They jumped off and 


 	bumped their rumpkins





One October night!





I’m a Little Scarecrow





I’m a little scarecrow


Raggedy and torn.


I wear a hat and a shirt


that’s worn.





When the crows come out,


I wave and shout,


“Away from my garden,


get on out!”











5. I’m a Little Pumpkin





	I’m a little pumpkin,


Orange and round.


Here is my stem,


There is the ground!


When I get all cut up


Don’t you shout!


Just open me up and scoop


me out.





6. Pumpkin Song


      Have you ever seen a pumpkin,


       a pumpkin, a pumpkin?


       Have you ever seen a pumpkin


       that grows on a vine?


       A round one, a tall one,


       a bumpy one, a squashed one.


       Have you ever seen a pumpkin


        That grows on a vine?



































       















































8.  Scarecrow





Im a little scarecrow,


Stuffed with hay


Standing watch in my field


all day.





When I see a crow


I like to shout,


“Hey Mr. Crow, you’d


 better get out!”








7. Five Crows





     Five crows all shiny black,


     Sat on a scarecrow’s back


     Eating some most delicious corn…


     Yum, yum!





     Scarecrow winked and shouted,


     “Boo!”


      Scared one crow and away he    


      flew.


      Now there are four black shiny


      crows, caw, caw!





      Three…two…one….











